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AGENDA FOR MEETING

Lunch at 11:30am Meeting 12:00 Noon - 1:00pm
1. Call to Order
2. Introduction of Guests
3. Business
4. Program
5. Adjourn
Monthly Meeting: Location: The Country Club. Price for the luncheon is $17.00 each which includes: salads, main
course, vegetables, drink & dessert. Please bring the correct change.
Reservations: Call the Archives (763-0020) and leave your name and number of reservations on the voice mail up thru
Wednesday prior to the meeting. Call the Archives Wednesday (763-0020 or 322-7628) if you have a change of plans.

PROGRAM
Sheriff David Duke
Ship Building and Jamestown Family History
From the Desk of Robert Palmer The oil fields of Wichita County produced some of the
most interesting people to ever walk the hallowed soils of the great
state of Texas. Some made it big and some were spectacular failures. Some remained in North Texas and used their wealth to enrich
the county. Some left the area and never looked back. One thing did
happen. The lessons they learned in the muddy, oil stained land
stayed with them for the rest of their lives. Their way of thinking
never changed. They were oil men.
Two who started in the county were Sid Richardson and
Clint Murchison. They shared a common background. Both had
started early in life buying and selling cattle. Both grew up in the
Athens, Texas area. Other than that and a love for making money,
they were very different.
The Murchison family had been in Athens for many years.
They thought they were better than everyone else because their
name was. . .well, Murchison. Grandfather, T.F., had founded a
bank. He went by the title “Colonel”, even though he had not
fought in the Civil War. He hated Yankees. His son John had eight
children, the third of which was Clint. Clint was homely, had the
body of a snowman...big head, beanbag nose, no neck...and a mind
that ran like a well tuned Swiss watch. He loved the game of trading cattle. Despite his father’s “advice”, he served in World War I.
Sid Richardson, later to be one of the richest men in the
world, came from humble beginnings. Much of his life is a mystery
because he never allowed a biography to be written of his life. He
did not do interviews. We do know that he was a rowdy young person and gained a reputation for heavy drinking early in his life. He
was not known then as an ambitious person. He had a limp from a
badly broken leg early in his life. His father taught him that people
will always try to get to you. He remembered that lesson well. He
joined forces with Murchison in the cattle trading business. He

believed in being friends with people who someday might
benefit you most.
He wound up in Electra in 1911 , hauling pipe. The
major difference between the Electra field and the later Burkburnett field was the date in history. In 1911 , it was a mule
and horse oil patch. In 1919. Wichita trucks and Model T
Ford trucks carried the load. Richardson learned the physical
work part of the early oil business. He also learned there were
better ways to make money in the oil business.
Richardson went to work as an office boy in an Oil
Well Supply business in Wichita Falls. He observed and
learned the business of scouting in the oil business. He listened to people talking and now knew how to know where
money would best be invested. Richardson was waiting the
day Murchison stepped off the train in Ft. Worth, fresh from
the army. He was ready to go to work.
Two statements give an interesting insight into the
two men.
Richardson never married. He thought all women
were gold diggers. He said, "They're all awaiting a landing
field and mine's fogged in."
Murchinson said in regard to donating to politicians,
"Money's like manure. If you spread it around, it does a lot of
good."
(Continued next month)
>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>

Question of the month
How many state football championships have
Wichita County schools won?
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Finalized inscription for Wichita General Hospital. Bethania inscription is pending state approval.
Lita and Becky met with Dr. Rogers and Dr. Farrell at Midwestern State about marker to commemorate
desegregation at MSU. Drs. Rogers and Farrell were supportive and encouraging.
Annetta Reusch has been seriously ill and is currently hospitalized in the Dallas area. Your positive
thoughts and prayers are needed by Annetta.
Elizabeth Hawley has been working on a website design for the WCHC. We hope to have examples
available at the February meeting for review.
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