
BornoinoArizonaotooNativeoTexans,oLita’so

familyomovedotooWichitaoFallsowhereosheo

graduatedofromoWichitaoFallsoHighoSchool.oo

StartingoatoHardinoCollege,oLitaolatero

graduatedofromoPhillipsoUniversity.ooAftero

marryingoandotravelingowithohusbandotoo

militaryobases,otheofamilyomovedotooIowao

Park.o

LitaotaughtoadultoBibleoclassesoforosomeofortyo

yearsoatotheoFirstoChristianoChurch..oSheowaso

presidentoofotheo23oStudyoCluboandotheoSantao

RosaoDistrictoFederationoofoStudyoClubs.oo

Litaocontributedoseveraloarticlesoonotheohistoryo

ofotheotownoandolocaloorganizationsoforotheo

CentennialoofoIowaoPark,opublishedobyotheo

IowaoParkoLeaderoino1988.oSheoservedonineo

yearsoonotheoIowaoParkoCityoCouncil,osixoofo

thoseoasomayoroprootem.oLitaowasoreorganizingo

presidentoofoNorthoTexasoGenealogyo

Associationoabouto1980.ooSheoalsootaughto

genealogyoclassesoatoMSUoContinuingo

Educationoforoseveraloyears.oSheowasoactiveoino

MajoroFrancisoGriceoChapter,oDaughtersoofo

theoAmericanoRevolutionoandoRebeccaoJaneo

FisheroChapter,oDaughtersoofotheoRepublicoofo

Texas.ooo

Litaoworkedoextensivelyoinotheoestablishmento

andodevelopmentoofotheoWichitaoCountyo

Archives,oservingoasotheoArchivistountilohero

retirementoino2016.ooAsotheoArchivesogrew,otheo

needoforoaomuseumotoodisplayoartifactso

becameoapparent.ooLitaoalongowithoao

committedogroupofoundedotheoMuseumoofo

NorthoTexasoHistory.ooBesidesoservingoonotheo

Board,oLitaoalsooservedoasoExecutiveoDirectoro

forothreeoyears.o

SomeoofotheohonorsoLitaoreceivedoalongotheo

wayowereoOutstandingoCitizenobyoIowaoParko

ChamberoofoCommerceoino1976;ohonoraryo

memberoofoIotaoOmicron,oDeltaoKappao

Gamma;oDaughtersoofotheoAmericano

RevolutionoHistoryoMedal;oPreservationo

ServiceoAwardofromoWichitaoCountyoHeritageo

Society,o2009;o1998oCommunityoBuildero

AwardofromoIowaoParkoLodgeoNo.o713,oA.F.o

&oA.M.o

Lita’sofinalorecognitionowasofromotheoGovernoroofo

Texas,ohonoringoherowithoTheoYellowoRoseoofoTexaso

award.ooThisoawardorecognizesowomenowhoohaveo

providedoexceptionalocommunityoserviceosuchoas:o

volunteerism,ocharitableocontributions,oachievementso

relatedotootheopreservationoofotheohistoryoofoTexas,ooro

achievementsotowardoimprovingotheopresentoando

buildingotheofuture.oo

oooooo Ifoasked,osheowouldosayothatoherogreatestojoyso

areoherochildrenoandotheirofamilies.oo

(ExcerptedoFromoWomenoofoWichitaoCounty)o

o

o

Lita Watson died peacefully on December 20, 

2022 in the company of her family. A 

Celebration of Life is planned for 1:00 pm 

Friday, January 27th at First Christian 

Church, 3701 Taft. 

In Honor of Lita Fay Huggins Watson 
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Program 

Nadine McKown 

Kell House 

Renovation 

MEETING 

12:00 Noon - 1:00pm 

AGENDA FOR MEETING:   

1.  Call to Order   

2.  Introduction of Guests  

3. Business   

4. Program   

5. Adjourn 

Becky Trammell, Editor 
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Wichita County Archive News - December 2022 - Monthly Report 

News - Archives and Museum Of North Texas History 

-Hanaba Welch, columnist for the Times Record News, came to the Archives looking for 
information on a building at 613 8th Street in Wichita Falls. She researched the city 
directories and found the information she wanted. 
-Stephanie Robledo came to the Archives looking for articles & photos of Mexican Heritage 
events in Wichita Falls. Several articles with photos were found in the TRN collection. We 
scanned all the images she requested and downloaded them on her flash drive. Ms. 
Robledo is working with the Zavala organization on a Mexican Heritage project. She said she 
would share the results of her project with the Archives. (The Archives does not have very 
much information on the Mexican/Hispanic community in Wichita County. Hopefully with 
this connection we can expand our collection.) 
-Mary Campbell of Katy, Texas emailed the Archives looking for information on her ancestor, 
Doddridge Walter Wiley, Sr. The senior Wiley was a cotton buyer and had an office in the 
post office at 9th& Ohio. Wiley’s son, Dod Wiley Jr. was a Wichita County Commissioner. 
-Dina Gachman contacted the Archives looking for information on Lillian Inez Williams, an 
ancestor of hers. Apparently, Inez set her ex-husband’s house on fire. Research revealed 
Inez had lived in Wichita Falls before the fire, but the arson incident occurred in Fort Worth. 
She was found insane and committed to Wichita Falls State Hospital. 

-“Down a Rabbit Hole” While researching a topic, an interesting, but unrelated incident was 

found. It seems there was a wife who found her husband in a buggy with another woman. 

The wife shot and killed the woman. The dead woman operated a “resort” (house of ill 

repute) on Mulberry Row. Further research indicates that Mulberry Row was located at the 

south end of Ohio Ave, across the railroad tracks. Mulberry Row was also referred to as the 

Flats. Several newspaper articles were found describing incidents of violence and crime 

involving the women working in the “resorts”. We have yet to find out why it was called 

Mulberry Row. 

The Wichita County Historical Commission yearly makes a report to the Texas Historical Commission about its 
activities.  This report includes the number of volunteer hours performed by Commission members.  Please total 

your hours and submit them to the Archives during January. 

 

The Wichita County Historical Commission submitted final wording for one and wording revisions for four Texas  
Historical maerkers in December.  These markers honor Jimmie Kolp, Ralph Harvey, Jr., Providence Baptist Church, 

Lloyd Ruby, and Church of the Good Sheppard.  Hopefully in 2023-2024, we will see a number of new markers. 

 

The Museum of North Texas History reopens on January 5th.  The Heart of Downtown Model Train Exhibit continues 

through January 28th. 


