PRESERVATION NEWS

Newsletter of the Wichita County Historical Commission

Volume LII
Wichita County Archives

Robert Palmer, Chairman

720 Indiana Avenue

August 7, 2014
Wichita Falls, Texas 76301

Hours of Operation: Tuesday, Wednesday and Thursday 10:00am - 12:00pm & 1:00pm - 4:00pm

Telephone 940-763-0020

E-mail Address - archives@co.wichita.tx.us

AGENDA FOR MEETING
Lunch at 11:30am  Meeting 12:00 Noon - 1:00pm

1. Call to Order 2. Introduction of Guests

3. Business

4. Program 5. Adjourn

Monthly Meeting: Location: The Country Club. Price for the luncheon is $17.00 each which includes: salads, main
course, vegetables, drink & dessert. Please bring the correct change.

Reservations: Call the Archives (763-0020) and leave your name and number of reservations on the voice mail up thru
Wednesday prior to the meeting. Call the Archives Wednesday (763-0020 or 322-7628) if you have a change of plans.

PROGRAM
WHO IS MYLES O’REILLY?
From the Desk of Robert Palmer -

Because of the development of many new horrifying weapons of
war, many described World War I as "The War to End All Wars".
This didn't happen. Just 16 years later, the seeds for a new world
wide conflict were being sown. The first World War introduced
poison gas, flamethrowers, armored tanks, extensive use of subma-
rines, machine guns, and aerial warfare. Zeppelins, bombers, and
fighter planes created new fear for troops on the ground. After the
war, better airplane development was quite slow. European nations
quickly moved ahead of America.

In The United States, Jennies were sold as surplus and the mar-
ket demand for aircraft was filled by this slow moving aircraft.
Mail pilots called them coffins with wings. As a result, the U.S.
did little to develop newer and better planes. In Europe, air shows
included races which spurred the building of faster and faster
planes. Air races did not become a major factor until the late 20s
and early 30s in the US. The air race formula for a plane was sim-
ple, put the most powerful motor you could in front of the smallest
air frame that would still fly. Germany, with its ambitions, saw
fast, powerful airplanes as weapons of war. The fastest first World
War planes flew about 115 mph. Germany soon was building 300
mph plus aircraft.

When American military planes were mostly still bi-wings, Ger-
many was developing superior high speed, high altitude fighter
aircraft. When the German war machine began to roll, two very
well designed planes led the way. The Junker 87, commonly
called The Stuka, was technically not a fighter, but a dive bomber.
The Germans first used it in 1936. It was a slow, 170 mph, aircraft
but was an important part of their attack of fear. The attacks came,
many times, at high noon with the plane diving from the direction
of the sun. The wings employed sirens in their construction. As a
young man, I vividly remember seeing the fear in a World War II
relative as he described being Stuka dive bombed attacked in
North Africa. You can listen to a Stuka attack on the internet. Be-

hind the Stukas came the ME 109s, described by many as the
overall outstanding airplanes of the war. The 109s were fast.
First introduced in 1935, they were powered by a Daimler-
Benz 12 cylinder motor. Early models had a top speed of 354
mph. End of war models could hit 452 mph. The top four
German aces recorded 972 kills with the 109. The Smithson-
ian Air and Space Museum has one on display that allows
viewers to climb to the cockpit. You immediately notice how
small the space is...very typical German engineering. Its
major flaw was short range. By war's end this allowed the
much longer range British Spitfires and American P-51s to
escort B-17 bombers all the way to Berlin.

This was crucial because it allowed the destruction of Ger-
man industry. A chilling scene from the movie Twelve
O'Clock High is real war footage of 109s darting all around
British bombers before escort planes accompanied them into
Germany.

The British Spitfire was very close to the 109 in perfor-
mance. Introduced in 1936, it was developed by The Super-
marine Company, and was a direct design descendent of the
air races. It was used along side of The Hawker Hurricane in
The Battle of Britain. It was far superior to the much slower
and less maneuverable Hurricane, but had a tendency for the
engine to die during tight turns. This was solved by the in-
vention of fuel injection. Using a Rolls Royce Merlin V-12
motor, it eventually could reach speeds of 448 mph. Top ace,
legless, Douglas Bader recorded 9 of his 20 kills with a Spit-
fire, proving they had to be fairly easy to fly. They were
well armed with 8 Browning 303 machine guns. Some had
20 mm cannons. (CONTINUED ON BACK)
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Question of the Month

Who was Rhea Howard?
Describe him in your own words.
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We may have enough money soon to place another historic marker. Let’s start making a list of people, places or events in
Wichita County that need to be marked. What do you think needs to be marked for posterity?
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Mayre Tubbs Wiseman was a long-time member of the Commission who passed away July 19 at the age of 94. Mayre and I
started the actual work of the Archives together in 1995.Although a native of Haskell, she quickly adapted to learning the his-
tory of Wichita County and served the Historical Commission as Secretary for several years.The Commissioners’ Court recog-
nized her service to the Historical Commission and the Archives with a Proclamation in 2003.We will always appreciate
Mayre’s contributions to the Archives and remember her fondly when we see her neat printing in the records.

'
Proposed Mission Statements WE WILL VOTE ON THESE AUGUST 7TH

The Wichita County Historical Commission promotes an interest in county history by
researching and dedicating historical markers, preserving history in the WC archives, and
educating the public as to the historic significance of structures, people, and events in
Wichita County.

The mission of the Wichita County Archives is to collect, preserve and catalogue paper
items relevant to the history of Wichita County and make them available to the public.

Robert’s Column - Continued

America's best plane was the North American P-51 Mustang. Many North Texans helped build them at The North American
Plant in Grand Prairie. They were and are a superior aircraft. North American first built them under British contract beginning
in 1940.The early models were powered by an Allison V-12 and had a top speed of 370 mph. Later models, powered by a Pack-
ard built Merlin V-12, used a four blade propeller and could hit a top speed of 445 mph. They were long distance and very ma-
neuverable. When the US entered the war, they, along with the earlier P-40, became a stable fighting force for American flyers.
The less capable P-40 ended up being used mostly in The Pacific Theater. This is not to lessen the role of the P-40. We mostly
remember it as the aircraft of The Flying Tigers. It had a hard time competing with The Japanese Zero. The skill of The Ameri-
can Pilots was sometimes the difference, not the aircraft. Its top speed was 366 mph. It did provide good protection for the pilot.
The Zero did not. Japanese designers deliberately sacrificed safety for speed and maneuverability. The Zero was not designed
for high altitudes. When The Navy Corsairs entered the Pacific war, this gave Pilots such as Greg "Pappy" Boyington of Black
Sheep fame a decided advantage. The Zero's top speed was 358 mph, but it could turn on a dime.

The airplane that probably won the war was not a fighter, but a bomber. The Boeing B-17 was a war machine. Heavily armed,
it could carry huge pay loads of bombs to the places that hurt the Germans most. It was a precision bomber. With its bomb sight,
no other bomber in the war was even close to its capabilities. It was tough and could fly with amazing amounts of its construc-
tion gone. The men who flew in them knew what a great aircraft they were. War is bad, but it is amazing what great achieve-
ments it leads to.



